
23nd International Peter 
Feuchtwanger Master Class for 

piano with 

William Cuthbertson 
 

Peter Feuchtwanger 

Peter Feuchtwanger (1930-2016) was born in Munich, Germany. He 
studied piano with Gerti Rainer (a pupil of Emil von Sauer), Max Egger, 
Edwin Fischer and Walter Gieseking, composition with Hans Heimler (a 
pupil of Alban Berg, Heinrich Schenker and Felix Weingartner) and 
Lennox Berkeley and also Indian and Arabic music and philosophy with 
Nazir Jairazbhoy and Dr. Arnold Bake. His encounter with the Rumanian 
pianist, Clara Haskil was the most decisive musical influence in his life. 
He also researched into Belcanto, the technique used in the golden age of 
singing. Peter Feuchtwanger was a member of the jury of many 
international piano competitions and Vice President of EPTA UK 
(European Piano Teachers’Association). He was Professor and Vice 
president of the Internationaler Akademie für musikalische Bildung e.V. 
and was a visiting Professor at the Mozarteum in Salzburg. He gave master 
classes throughout the world from 1967 until 2015 Peter Feuchtwanger 
lived and worked in London, where he died in 2016. 

“ He has great experience as a teacher and to work with him has always 
been a great experience, his advice always helpful, never arbitrary and of 
an incredible high standard…” 
 

Martha Argerich 
!As a teacher he is extraordinary. He seems to know immediately what is"
wrong with a pianist and he explains so easily the reason - what is wrong 
and what is right - and puts the pupil at ease and draws out the best. In fact 
I do not know anyone like Mr. Feuchtwanger who can so quickly 
lead the artist in the right direction.# 
 

Shura Cherkassky 

                                       William Cuthbertson 

Course teacher :  
William Cuthbertson, who was born and brought up in England, 
has lived in Waldkirch, near Freiburg, in Germany’s Black Forest 
for many years. He plays an active part in local cultural activities, 
both as performer and organizer. 

As a child Cuthbertson won many musical prizes in his home county 
of Kent, where his teacher was Bernard King. He studied piano at the 
Royal Academy of Music in London with Ruth Harte and Gordon 
Green. He then continued his studies in Krakow, Poland on a Polish 
Government scholarship, studying with Ludwik Stefanski, and has 
continued to specialize in playing works by Chopin. 
A very significant person in William Cuthbertson’s life was the 
renowned London-based German pianist, composer and pedagogue 
Peter Feuchtwanger. Cuthbertson is considered a master of 
improvisation, a skill he developed at Sevenoaks School under the 
guidance of Brian Townend and from time to time he accompanies 
silent films with free improvisation. His teaching is eclectic, using 
what approach is most applicable, complementary and at the same 
time in harmony with Peter Feuchtwanger's brilliant insights. 

William Cuthbertson has given concerts in Germany, Holland, 
Poland, Denmark, Norway, England, Russia, Georgia, Austria, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand and in the United States. In 2010 , 
Chopin’s 200th anniversary, he gave a series of six recitals in 
Waldkirch and in 2011, three Liszt recitals for Liszt's 200th 
anniversary. In 2017 and 2019 he was a jury member of the 
International Chopin Competition in Bangkok. 
"Cuthbertson succeeds in reaching an area of musical 
weightlessness, an unleashed virtuosity that lets the listener" fly " 
with him. 
(Solothurner Zeitung) 

"Master of soft tones" (Fränkische Landeszeitung) $

"In the twelve Etudes Opus 25 Cuthbertson works with sharp 
contrasts and achieves a dramatic concentration which is second to 
none." (Badische Zeitung) 

"It's hard to put into words what our ears heard and what 
feelings Cuthbertson elicited in the audience with his playing 
" 

(Badische Zeitung) 

                        
Exercises: 
Manfred Seewann, joint editor of the official book on Peter 
Feuchtwanger's exercises, will assist in teaching these 
exercises on the course. He studied with Karl Wingler, Erik 

Then-Bergh, Gitti Pirner and Peter 
Feuchtwanger and has often been an 
assistant on Professor Feuchtwanger's 
masterclasses. He regularly gives 
concerts in Germany and in other 
Europeancoun t r i e s . Each day 
Manfred Seewann and William 
Cuthbertson will work with the 
course participants on these technical 
exercises for curing playing-related 
disorders in pianists, which are also 
designed for learning a functionally 
natural behaviour in piano playing. 
The book on Peter Feuchtwanger’s   

exercises and a demonstration DVD 
are now available in English. Info from Blido@t-online.de 

Concerts:  
On Friday evening (26th July) , the guest 
artist, Moritz Ernst (D), will give a 
recital in the Barock room of the Elztal 
Museum, and on Monday evening 
(29th July) course participants can play in 
the closing concert. 
  
Waldkirch is situated 15km north-east of 
Freiburg on the edge of the Black Forest. 
It has retained the charm of its old town 
centre beneath the ruins of the Kastelburg 
castle. In the middle of the town is the 
market place dating from the Middle 
Ages, and not far from there is the former 

Propstei building, now the Elztalmuseum, where Kaiser 
Wilhelm 1   once stayed. 
    
The Master Classes will take place in the Waldkirch Music 
School (Merklinstr. 19), where practice rooms are also 
available. The Waldkirch Music School is the oldest 
municipal music school in Germany 

More information about Peter Feuchtwanger can be found 
on his website: www.peter-feuchtwanger.de and about 
William Cuthbertson at www.cuthbertson.de 

This brochure can be downloaded from : 
www.cuthbertson.de

Manfred Seewann  

  Moritz Ernst

mailto:blido@t-online.de
http://www.cuthbertson.de


Registration Form 

Please send me the registration  fee of € 40  by cheque, cash or bank 
transfer with this form (Details at bottom of column). If possible, 
please send the form to get to me by  July 10th. 

 
             
Participation:   active                             passive 

 On which pieces do you want to work with William Cuthbertson ? : 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------- 

Place, date: __________________________________ 

Signature:__________________________________ 

Please send form to: 

William Cuthbertson 
Theodor-Heuss-Str.16 
D-79183 Waldkirch 
Tel.** 49 7681/409260  Mobile: **49 1573 964 5330 
E-Mail: w.cuthbertson@gmx.de 

Bank account:  
William Cuthbertson 
IBAN: DE 31 68092000  2609161119  
BIC: GENODE 61 EMM Volksbank Breisgau Nord 
(„Meisterkurs“  ;  name of participant) 

Fees: 

Registration  fee: 
€ 40 for active and passive participation. The fee should be 
sent with this form. This fee is an extra administration fee and 
will only be returned if the course is already full. It will not be 
refunded if the participant cannot come. 

Course fee: 
€ 300  for active participation. 
€ 100  for passive participation. 
The course fee must be paid a week before the first day of the 
course. 

Day ticket. 
€40   for listeners 
€20   for listeners  under 18. 
Half day ticket. 
€20   (€10) 

Since a maximum of 10 pianists can take part actively, 
acceptance will be on a first come first served basis. 

Timetable: 
Practice times: It will be possible to practise in the music 
school. This cocts 15€ for  the duratioon of he course. 

Peter Feuchtwanger Exercises: 2.30 - 3.30p.m. 
Masterclasses:10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 3.30 - 6.30 p.m. 

Accommodation: 
For information on hotels, holiday flats, or bed and breakfast 
accommodation please contact: 

Zwei Täler Land 
Kirchplatz 2 

D-79183 Waldkirch 
Tel. **49 7681/19433 

E-Mail:  info@zweitaelerland.de 

Waldkirch Music School  
 

Elztalmuseum 
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